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SILVER-TIPPED  OBJECT  IS 
OBSERVED  MOVING  OJ  SKY 

A cilvcr-tipped  object  traiilnf 
imoko  moved  ilowly  across  the 
northeast  section  of  the  sky 
Wednesday  afternoon  between  4:15 1 
and  4:2S  and  then  slowly  disap- 
peared, seeming  to  dissolve  from 
the  tail  forward,  according  to 
Mrs.  Everett  R*  Johnson,  Water- 
town  R.  D»  3. 

^*We  were  looking  to  the  north- 
east and  this  meteorlike  thing 
rose  in  the  east  and  went  slowly 
across  the  horizon,  disappearing 
in  the  north,'*  Mrs.  Johnson  said. 
**It  hung  like  a silver  ball  right 
In  the  north  and  then  dissolved.** 

Two  others  who  were  riding 
with  Mrs.  Johnson  saw  this  phe- 
nomenon, her  small  son,  Everett, 
who  was  fascinated  by  the  sight, 
and  her  mother,  Mrs.  Daniel  Mc- 
Cargar,  Watertown,  R.  D.  2.  ^ 
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from  The  Watertown  Dal  ^ Times 

Watertewn,  New  York 
issue  of  >day  12,  1949 
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Trill  oheok  records  at  the  Office  of  2059th  Air  Wing,  Tinker  AFB,  to 
determine  flight  course  of  four  (4)  Rawineonde  Balloons  which  were  releaset 
from  Griffios  AFB,  Rome,  New  York  on  11  May  1949,  one  each  at  0400,  1000, 
1600,  and  2200  hours,  ESI* 
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1*  This  investigation  is  predicated  upon  receipt  of  a Routing  Sc  Record 
Sheet,  dated  2k  Llay  19k9  from  Lt.  Colonel  A.  J.  m'STREET,  JR.,  Acting  Chief, 
Analysis  Division,  Intelligence  Department  (hiClAXS)  Headouarters  Air  Materiel 
Command,  Wrlght-Patterson  Air  f’orce  Base,  Dayton,  Chic,  •who  received  infor- 
mation hereinafter  set  forth,  regarding  sighting  of  unidentifjed  aerial 
phenomena  reported  by  news  clipping  in  the  •vicinity  of  V.'ater^^gfi^^|jg^^^^orj^ 

on  11  May  1949*  Information  transmitted  bjMHVBBBHRHiMNHIHHH 
T(Vatertown,  Ne^w  York* 

2m  Report  from  the  Watertown  Daily  Times,  Watertown,  New  York,  issue 
of  12  Kay  1949: 

m 

SILVER^TIPPED  OBJECT  IS  OBSERVED  MOVING  IN  SKY 

A silver-tipped  object  trailirig  smoke  moved  slow'ly  across 
the  northeast  section  of  the  sky  Y/ednesday  afternoon  between  4:15 
and  4:25  and  then  slovdy  dis^peared,  seeming  to  dissolve  from  the 
tail  fonvard,  according  to  Mrs. 

R.  D.  2.  ^ 

•T?e  were  looking  to  the  northeast  and  this  meteorlike  thing 
rose  in  the  east  and  went  slo^wly  across  the  horizon,  disappearing 
in  the  north,  ” said.  "It  hung  like  a silver  ball 

rig^it  in  the  north  an^Lhen  dissolved*" 


Two  others  who  were 
nomenon,  her  small  son 
and  her  mother,  Mrs 


riding  with  !£rs*  ABHBpbsaw  this  phe- 
Trho  v;cs  fascinated  by  •the  sight, 
, V/atertovm,  R*  D*  2* 


3*  Request  return  of  completed  leads  to  reach  this  office  not  later  than 

1 July  1949« 

DJCLOSURES 

FCR  DISTRICT  OFFICE  No*  22,  ffilFFTSS  AFP.  ROME,  NE^.Y  YORK 

Guide  to  Investigation  .(In  dup) 


PENDING 


UNCLASSIFIED 


i 


♦ • # 


» 9 


4 


5D  2U-aQ 

PROJECT  *‘®UDGE” 


unoassiF'EO 


UIJDEVELOPED  LEAD 

DISTRICT  OFFICE  HO,  22,  C^JFFISS  ATB,  RO?.:S,  TOY  YORK 
AT  YiATERTCTTN,  NEIT  YORK 

Will  conduct  such  investigation  as  necessary  to  adequately  answer  all 
questions  set  forth  in  attached  Guide  to  Investigation* 
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1*  ThlB  is  & Joint  InTestigatlon  of  Special  Agent 
and  the  writer* 


AT  WATJSRTO?/N,  NEW  YORK 


2«  On  17  June  1949,  the  writer  interviewed  Hunting* 

tonville  Road*  Route  Z,  Watertown,  New  York,  a grammar  scnool  student,  concern* 
ing  her  alleged  observation  of  an  object  in  the  sky  on  11  May  1949  from  1645  to 
1600  hours,  EST,  along  a rural  roxito  near  V7atertov;n,  New  York.  The  geographic 
location  of  this  point  of  observation  is  the  St*  Lawrence  River  area,  (263) 
Longitude  76  degrees  48»,  Latitude  44  degrees*  This  infomant  stated  tnat  while 
riding  in  a vehicle,  heading  northeast  through  a rural  area,  another  passenger 
in  this  vehicle  observed  an  object  traveling  through  space  and  brought  this 
observation  to  the  attention  of  occupants  of  the  oar*  The  vehicle  was  stopped 
and  closer  observtition  was  made  again  after  getting  out  of  the  car* 

tated  that  this  object  appeared  to  be  approximately  a foot  in  lengtli, 
rectangular  in  shape,  similar  to  a shoe  box,  and  white  in  color*  She  further 
stated  that  there  seemed  to  be  only  one  object,  appearing  from  the  south,  grad- 
ually gaining  altitude  for  about  three  minutes,  leveling  off,  and  moving  to  the 
northeast  slowly,  until  it  completely  disappeared*  The  approximate  time  the 
object  wasvia^le  was  estimated  at  from  ten  to  fifteen  minutes  by  this  inform- 
ant^glriHHHiRioted  that  the  weather  was  excellent  on  this  date,  with  no  clouds 
affecting  the  visibility,  making  it  possible  for  her  to  discern  that  the  object 
was  smooth-surfaced,  reflecting  the  sun*c  rays,  similar  to  the  surface  of  a 
conventional  aircraft,  that  it  neither  made  any  sound  nor  left  any  apparent 
trail  of  smoke,  or  odor  of  any  kind*  The  writer  checked  with  the  Police  Depart- 
ment and  Jefferson  County  Sheriff's  Office,  T^atertov/n,  New  York  and  there  v/as 
no  infomation  concerning  this  informant*  The  writer  interviewed  SUBJECT'S 
mother  and  she  advised  twelve  years  of  age,  attends  a 

local  gracmar  school,  and  that  concerning  her  daughter's  accuracy  of  vision,  she 
related  that  in  a recent  eye  examination  her  vision  had  proven  above  normal. 

3*  The  writer  also  interviewed  U]2£i^^|^^BHHii|aliuntingtonville  Road, 
Route  2,  Watertown,  New  York,  a housewire  living  on  a farm,  concerning  her  alleged 
observation  of  an  object  seen  while  driving  along  a rural  area  near  Watertown,  New 
York*  The  geographic  location  of  the  point  of  observation  is  St*  Lawrence  River 
area,  (263),  Longitud^T^^^j^es  48',  Latitude  44  degrees*  Upon  being  interviewe( 
by  the  writer,  that  while  driving  along  a rural  area  near 

Watertown,  New  York  on  11  May  1949,  she  observed  an  object  soaring  through  the  sky< 
She  stated  that  at  first  she  thought  she  was  "seein^thine8*^80  she  imnodiately 
called  tto  attention  of  the  other  passengers,  and 

the  object*  After  alighting  from  the 

vehicle,  KM^BHUH^^ia^d  further  that  she  observed  an  object  in  the  air 
resembling  an  automobile  hub  cap  at  a distance,  and  upon  closer  scrutiny  it  seemed 
to  be  a silver  ball,  similar  to  aircreift  fuselage*  She  stated  that  the  object 
seemed  to  appear  over  a nearby  hill  about  one-half'  mile  away  to  tlie  southeast,  was 
visible  as  it  moved  slowly  for  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  gaining  altitude  for  two 
three  minutes,  then  leveling  off,  leaving  a forty  foot  gray  smoke  trail  udiich 
gradually  diminished*  She  said  that  as  the  object  moved  from  soutlieast  to  north- 
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east  the  emoke  gradually  disappeared  and  the  o^jject  seemed  to  dissolve  gradually. 
She  commented  that  the  visibility  that  day  was  excellent  as  there  were  no  clouds, 
present  to  affect  it  whatsoever,  therefore  she  could  see  the  object  was  not 
illuminated  by  its  own  source  but  seemed  to  reflect  the  rays  of  the  sun,  rather 
like  the  fuselage  of  a conventional  aircraft.  The  writer  made  chocks  at  the 
Police  Department  and  Sheriff's  Office,  ViTatertown,  New  York  and  they  proved  nega- 
tive* It  was  disclosed  to  this  writer  that  MrigmiHH^Pls  between  sixty  and 
sixty-five  years  of  age  and  he  found  that  she  lives  in  a poor  locality  and  docs 
not  seem  to  be  very  well  educated*  The  writer  asked  this  observer  about  her 
vision  in  order  to  determine  its  aocuraoy  ana  she  stated  that  she  is  far-sighted 
and  wears  glasses  but  that  her  vision  was  not  obstructed  in  any  way  at  the  time 
of  this  observation. 
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4*  MUMUmlHiUBlIllll  Huntingtonville  Road,  Route  2,  Watertown,  New  York 
was  inffiroJewedby  the  writer  on  17  June  1949,  concerning  her  alleged  observation 
of  an  object  seen  in  space  at  approximately  1615  to  1625  hours  EST,  11  May  1949. 

8 driving  tne  vehicle  traveling  along  a rural  route  near  Watertown, 
New  York,  northeast  of  Watertown,  New  York  she  related.  The  geographic  location 
of  this  point  of  observation  is  St*  ^wrence  River  sirea,  (263),  Longitude  75  degrees, 
48',  Latitude  44  degrees*  She  stated  that  her  attention  was  dravm  to  the  object 
by  her  mother,  a passenger  in  the  vehicle  she  was  driving,  sho  first  noticed  this 
object  by  the  reflection  of  the  sun  upon  it*  Upon  disembarking  from  the  vehicle 
in  idiioh  they  were  riding,  this  Informant  stated  that  she  saw  an  object  in  aerial 
fli^t,  that  it  seemed  to  be  approximately  two  feet  in  diameter,  although  the  ex- 
act distance  was  undetermined.  She  continued  that  this  object  was  disc-shaped, 
appeared  to  be  smooth  eind  shiny,  similar  to  an  automobile  hub  cap^  that  the  object 
seemed  to  appear  over  a nearby  hill  and  then  moved  slowly  until  it  was  over  Black 
River,  New  York  about  five  miles  northeast  of  observation  point.  She  added  that 
the  object  appeared  in  the  soutlieast,  gained  altitude  for  two  to  three  minutes, 
moved  slowly  north  maintaining  a constant  altitude,  leaving  a trail  of  light 
smoke  the  exact  width  of  the  aerial  object,  extending  about  one  hxuidred  and  fifty 
feet  to  the  rear*  Then,  she  said,  the  object  seemed  to  dissolve  from  the  tail  and 
work  forward  until  it  completely  disappeared  leaving  a smoke  trail,  which  also 
gradually  thinned  out  and  finally  disappeared.  She  noted  that  there  were  no 
violent  movements  of  the  object  and  that  the  appearance  and  final  disappearance 
described  happened  within  a period  of  approximately  fifteen  minutes* 
further  related  that  the  object  did  not  seem  to  be  illuminated  by  its  oinnov^e 
of  power  but  seemed  to  reflect  the  rays  of  the  sun  in  a manner  similar  to  a re- 
flection on  the  surface  of  a conventional  aircraft^  also  that  the  object  seemed 
to  produce  neither  sound  nor  odor.  She  remarked  that  this  day,  11  May  1949,  was 
clear  and  the  weather  excellent  with  no  clouds  present  to  restrict  their  visi- 
bility* A check  of  the  Police  Department  and  the  Sheriff's  Office,  VTatertown, 

New  York  was  made  by  the  writer  with  negative  results  and  due  to  the  nature  of 
the  small  ooxmimity  in  which  they  all  lived,  neighborhood  investigati one  were  not 
made  on  any  of  these  informants*  This  writer  asked  2ir s out  her  vision 
in  order  to  determine  its  accuracy  and  she  related  that  she  is  far-sighted  but 
does  not  wear  glasses,  adding  that  her  vision  was  not  obstructed  at  the  time  of 
this  observation* 
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6«  The  writer  Interrlewed  Captaio^||||M||M||||^*648^  Mrcraft  Control 
Warning  Squadron,  Pine  Camp,  New  York  rega^^B^xn^possibility  of  any  \mueual 
aerial  activity  on  11  May  1949.  Upon  interview  Captain  ULK  stated  that  Air 
Force  Radar  Equipment  was  in  operation  on  11  May  1949  from  0800  to  1630  hours, 
EST  and  that  no  unusual  aotlvity  was  indicated  during  this  period*  He  related 
that  a flight  of  P-51’s  departed  from  Pine  Camp,  New  York  on  a "Round  Robin 
Plight"  at  1600  hours,  11  May  1949,  however,  he  added  there  were  no  U*  S«  Air 
Force  or  Royal  Canadian  Air  Force  aircraft  in  the  vicinity  on  that  date* 

6*  Flight  Llj^HfllllltfiflHKKoyal  Canadian  Liaison  Officer  with  the 
648th  Warning  Squadron,  Pine  Camp,  New  York  stated  when  interviewed  by  the 
writer,  that  Royal  Canadian  Air  Force  Tampire  type  jets  were  located  at  Mohawk, 
Ontario,  Canada  and  Rook  Cliff  (Ottawa)  Ontario,  Cemada  at  this  time,  11  May 
1949*  Flight  Lt*  siiHMi^ouoluded  that  if  ihese  Royal  Canadian  Air  Force 
Fighters  had  been  in  the  Pine  Camp,  New  York  area  they  would  have  been  picked 
up  on  the  Radar  Equipment* 

7*  }Sr Forecaster,  CAA  Station  at  Waterto^m,  New  York  was 
interviewed  by  -the  writer  oonoeming  weather  conditions  at  1616  hours  EST,  on 
11  May  1949  and  he  stated  that  oonditions  were  as  follows t Wind  • Northeast 
at  six  miles  per  hour;  Temperature  • 57  degrees;  Dew  Point  - 23  degrees; 
Visibility  - clear  at  fifteen  miles* 

6*  A cheok  by  the  writer  of  local  flight  schedules  of  comercial, 
private  and  military  airoraXt  flying  at  the  time  of  the  alleged  observation, 
proved  negative* 

9*  Mr*  m^j^^lllllksslstant  Technical  Director  of  the  Cornell  Aero- 
nautical Laboratory,  Buffalo,  New  York  was  interviewed  by  the  writer  and  he 
stated  that  the  Cornell  Laboratory  did  not  have  asy  experimental  operations 
in  the  Watertown,  New  York  area  during  May  1949* 

10*  A oheok  was  made  at  the  /leather  Station,  Pine  Camp,  New  York,  by 
the  writer,  and  attendants  stated  that  there  had  been  no  weather  equipment  re- 
leased by  that  Weather  Station  on  11  Hay  1949  but  advised  of  the  possibility 
of  wealher  equipment  being  released  at  the  Weather  Station,  Grifflss  Air  Force 
Base,  Rome,  New  York* 


AT  ROME.  NEW  YORK 


12^__jB,^XiML*i>^L.the  possibility  that  objects  seen  by  Mis 

Watertown,  New  on 

May  X949  between  1646  emd  I7ug  hours,  EST  may  have  been  weather  equipment  re- 
leased by  the  Weather  Station,  Griffiss  Air  Force  Base,  Rome,  New  York,  a 
check  wae  made  on  14  July  1949  by  Special  Agentyy§||||||^|^^^^^KTat  the  Weather 
Station,  Base  Operations,  Griffiss  Air  Force  Base,  R^cmie^le^iorev  This  Agent, 
upon  checking  the  records  at  this  Weather  Station,  learned  that  four  Rawinsonde 
Balloons  were  released  at  Griffiss  Air  Force  Base  on  11  May  1949  at  0400,  1000, 
1600  and  2200  ho\irs,  EST* 


the  possibilit: 
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ONCLASSlFlEO 


_ 1949  Spdoi&l  AgentMli|t|^fl^^^^^^HjhB||IMl»  intervlewod 

station  WeaHI^Wrioer^fl^ff iss  Air  Force 
m^mated  that  the  records  iriiich  wotild  indicate  the  flight  course  of 
the  Rawinsonde  Balloons  which  were  released  on  11  May  1949,  had  been  Inadver 
ently  destroyed*  He  advised  further,  however,  that  copies  of  these  records 

could  be  reviewed  at  2069th  Air  Wing,  Tinker  Air  Force  Base,  Oklahcoia  City, 
Oklahona* 


DNCLASSiFiEd 


